Pre-discussion paragraph for Monday Discussion articles
The pre-discussion paragraph is due on the day of the discussion (Mondays)

Your summary pre-discussion paragraph should be 11 sentences long and should follow this format:
Sentence 1: Topic sentence

Sentence 2: Summary factoid about a part of the article

Sentence 3: Summary factoid about a part of the article- this factoid is related to the factoid in sentence 2

Sentence 4: Analysis of the factoids in sentences 1 and 2. This analysis could be your opinion of the factoids. It could be an application of the factoids in sentences 1 and 2- how do these factoids relate to the real world?

Sentence 5: Summary factoid about another part of the article

Sentence 6: Summary factoid about another part of the article- this factoid is related to the factoid in sentence 5

Sentence 7: Analysis of the factoids in sentences 5 and 6. This analysis could be your opinion of the factoids. It could be an application of the factoids in sentences 5 and 6- how do these factoids relate to the real world?
Sentence 8: Summary factoid about another part of the article

Sentence 9: Summary factoid about another part of the article- this factoid is related to the factoid in sentence 8
Sentence 10: Analysis of the factoids in sentences 8 and 9. This analysis could be your opinion of the factoids. It could be an application of the factoids in sentences 8 and 9- how do these factoids relate to the real world?
Sentence 11: Concluding sentence of the paragraph

This writing method follows the Jane Shaeffer style of scripted writing. In this style, sentences 2, 3, 5, 6, 8 and 9 would be considered “concrete details” or CD and sentences 4, 7, and 10 would be considered “commentary” or CM. This style of writing has helped many students structure paragraphs logically and helps them keep a focus. Ms Getz wants you to try this writing style for your summary paragraphs so you can try it out to see if you like it. 

Factoid sentences (CD) show that you read the article and were able to pull factual information out of the article.

Analysis/opinion sentences (CM) show that you are THINKING about what the article says.  The pre-discussion paragraphs are an opportunity to start analyzing the topic so that you are ready to talk about it with the class.
Choosing to not follow this format will be seen in your grade. The best you will earn for writing a paragraph that does not follow this format is half-credit.
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