
Ag or Space Biotech Assignment

Each student will do an oral presentation on an agricultural biotechnology application or topic.  These are short presentations that involve:

1. A visual aid. 

a. A quick PowerPoint-like presentation is preferred. These may be emailed to Ms Getz at least a day before the student does the presentation so she can make sure the document will open. If you use your Google Apps presentation software, make sure you can open it up on someone else’s computer before trying your presentation. There is some setting that needs to be set for you to use someone else’s computer to show your presentations. 

b. If you do not do a PowerPoint-like presentation, then you should do a written presentation such as a poster or hand-out. Making a copy of the article does not qualify for your visual aid. The visual aid must demonstrate the student mentally handled the information in some unique way.

2. 3 – 5 minutes of speaking.  The presenter should be organized enough to summarize the point of their topic in no more than 5 minutes. 

How will students know WHAT they are going to present?

Ms Getz will have a list of topics or articles from which students can pick.  Only one person can do any particular topic. Presentations are done as individuals, no partners. If students pick an article or topic NOT on Ms. Getz’s list, they must get her approval at least 3 days before they present. Do not assume that any ol’ article will qualify for this assignment. 

How will students know WHEN they are going to present? 
There will be a sign-up sheet. Students will sign up for a presentation slot. If you sign up for a day and don’t actually present on that day, you will forfeit all points for this assignment. Merely having an excused absence will NOT excuse you from this assignment. You need to be seriously ill to be given a second chance.  (Or there was a death in the family or something equally serious.)

How much is this worth?
The presentation will be worth at least 40 project points. Since you do not have many project points, these are actually quite significant.  (Other project points will be for the Book Chat and maybe a couple other assignments.) 

You will be graded on both the oral presentation (20 points) and the visual aid (20 points.)
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