Oral presentation for March 25, 2009

We are going to have a research symposium on March 25. Each group is going to do a brief presentation of their gel even if their results show that nothing worked. 
You are to share with the audience

1. Your DNA extraction procedure. What did you do pretty much step by step. We don’t need to know exact volumes, but the order in which you did stuff. What did you keep? What did you toss? Why did you do those steps?

2. What you loaded in each lane.

3. What your gel tells you about your results. 

4. Why you think you got the results you got? Where do you think things went wrong? If things did not go wrong, why do you think your worked? What do you think you did so that you could be sure to get a result?

You will earn content and process grades for this presentation. It need not last longer than it takes to share this information.

There will be 10 content points for your analysis and thoroughness with thinking about what happened and why.  Could you answer questions about the mechanics of doing the lab and why certain procedures were done?

There will be 10 process points for speaking in public. Were you loud enough? Could we understand what you were saying? Did you know your gel well enough to be able to explain what is in each lane? 

Since you are doing this as a group, be sure that each person speaks. If you don’t talk, you can’t earn a grade. Similarly, if you don’t let your partner talk, your grade will suffer.  You may want to plan out who is going to explain which lanes and the information it gives us BEFORE you present. You may also want to split up telling the procedure so that both of you are telling a part of it and explaining the what and why of what you are doing.

An additional 10 process points will be given to everyone based on how well they paid attention and were polite to the speakers. Audience members can earn extra credit by asking good, serious questions that the speakers should be able to answer.  Duplicating a good question does not mean you will necessarily earn extra credit.

