Semester 2 Updates
Grading changes

For quarter grades:

20 - 40% process

50 - 70% content

10% projects, presentations, and online discussion (somewhat)

The actual percentages will be determined when Ms Getz sees what this type of weighting system does to grades.

For semester grades:

Q3 40%

Q4 40%

Multi-day group lab, including individual report 10%

Written final 10%

Process

· All of the work that is done to get information into your head

· Participation in online discussions; using appropriate language and behavior during these discussions

· Participation in classroom discussions

· Turning in work on time

· Examples of stuff you do to get info in your head:

· Vocabulary flash cards

· maybe questions from chapter- if they are questions that you can easily copy answers, then that is more process of acquiring the information than using the information

· warm-ups

· learning how to do concept maps

· exit questions (which may sometimes land in Content, too)

Content

· work that involves using information and making sense of it

· examples:

· completing labs

· questions following labs

· being able to take a protocol (instructions) and break them down into statements that you can use

· any lab based communication (report, group work)

· tests

· quizzes

· maybe questions from chapter- if they are questions that you can easily copy answers, then that is more process of acquiring the information than using the information

· concept maps from chapter that show use of chapter vocabulary and concepts

· drawings from chapter that show ownership; not merely copying what the book wrote

· pre-discussion and post-discussion worksheets where you need to demonstrate some understanding of the information in articles or on the topic

· contributing to conversations online that go beyond superficial ideas

Projects and presentations

· long term assignments

· leading discussions online

· examples:

· book chats

· what you make of the plant tissue culture lab- there will be some sort of write up

· posters on a topic (you may be making ELISA posters)

· There may be PowerPoint presentations in 4th quarter, but at the moment Ms Getz has no idea where to schedule them.

Tests and quizzes

· You may notice on the schedule of events there are no tests or quizzes listed.  This is because much of your grade will come from lab reports or lab based assessments. Quizzes will be unannounced.  Expect at least one every few weeks. You may not use notes on vocabulary quizzes. Unless something strange happens, quizzes can not be made up. 

Collaboration

· Collaboration requires input of more than one brain. In the past some people have just blatantly copied another person’s lab notebook. You should know that the person loaning the information and the person copying the information will both be penalized. Do not let anyone copy what you write in your lab notebook. If there is anything that suggests that copying has happened, you may earn a zero on all or on part of the assignment. If someone is absent, they need to make arrangements with Ms Getz to make up the lab, if possible. You should not be “nice” and let someone just copy your work. When it comes to the follow-up questions that go with the labs, if the same poorly written answer or same wrong answer shows up on more than one paper, then all papers that appear to be somewhat identical will earn zeroes. With this in mind, no two concept maps should look identical or have identical mistakes.

Note that information presented on field trips is also eligible for tests and quizzes. All students are encouraged to attend any field trips that may happen, if there is space.

