Safety Policies (and more)

There may be additions to these safety policies if it appears that students need more formal instruction than what is provided here.

1. No open food or drink during any lab.

2. Be aware of all procedures and techniques before doing the lab. Do not do any procedures you don’t know how to execute safely. ASK someone who does know how to do the procedure for instruction if you are unsure what to do.

3. Put caps back on bottles immediately so they don’t spill or get contaminated.

4. Do not put anything in the bucket that holds the micropipettors other than micropipettors

5. Wash your hands after labs especially if you are going to eat something.

6. Wear closed toe shoes on lab days so that things don’t spill directly on your feet.

7. Wear goggles when instructed. You may wear goggles for every lab. There are some where you MUST wear goggles.

8. Glass can be hot but not look hot. BE careful when you heat anything in glass because the container or what is inside it may burn you.

9. Don’t screw caps on tightly for stuff going in the autoclave.

10. Don’t throw anything across the room.

11. Don’t touch anything on Ms. Getz’s table/ filing cabinet area without permission. 

12. Don’t touch any lab materials until you have been instructed how to use them.

13. Push in chairs at end of the class period so that nobody trips over your chair.

14. Clean up your lab area at the end of a lab so nobody accidentally goes home with lab junk on them.

15. Don’t eat any lab materials unless you have been told it is OK to eat it.

16. Do not use non-food items with the food-only glassware and equipment.

17. If something smells bad, let the instructor know ASAP and walk away from it. If you can get it to a window for ventilation, that may be a good idea.

18. Let the instructor know ASAP if there is a fire. Not all fires should be put out with water so don’t randomly try to put out the fire unless you have been trained on how to put out fires.

19. Pull out electrical plugs by the plug, not the cord.

20. Don’t handle electrical cords with wet hands.

21. Make sure all tubes are balanced when putting them in a microfuge or centrifuge.

22. Don’t dip the tip of any pipette into the liquid.  Micropippetor plastic tips are supposed to go in liquid, but the shaft of the micropipettor is not.

23. Watch what you are doing at all times. Don’t carry on conversations with people that will distract you from your work. 

24. Pay attention to what is happening with your labs. If something looks wrong, turn off the piece of equipment and ask the instructor for help.

25. Never open a bacterial petri plate unless you have been given permission to do so. Sometimes things grow on the plates that should not be inhaled so don’t just open up petri plates to see what grew unless you know what is on the plates is harmless.

