Monday discussions Overview
1. We will be having discussions about a biotech related topic on Mondays.

2. Students will lead the discussions. Each student must sign up for a minimum of one discussion to be a co-leader. We need 2 co-leaders per discussion in case one person is absent. 

3. Students will earn credit for their first discussion. Leading a second (or third) discussion will count as extra credit. Preferences for those leading more than one discussion should go toward students who excel at oral academic achievements more than written ones.
4. Students will earn credit for participation in the discussions. You will earn up to 20 points for your participation in the discussion. 

5. You will be graded on:

a. Positive participation

b. Respectfully disagreeing

c. Being awake and attentive

d. Being polite and not cutting people off

e. Contributing a scientifically valid idea

f. Using article to support comments

g. Using other articles that you found on your own to support comments

6. You will have negative points put on your score if you:

a. Argue or disrespect another student or discussion leader

b. Put your head down on the table

c. Leave class during the discussion w/o a note from the office pulling you out of class

d. Insult another student or his/her ideas

e. Are not ready for the discussion

f. Voice opinions that are not supported by science

g. Have speakers in your ears

h. Have an unexcused absence

i. Are very tardy to class and therefore can not participate fully in the discussion

7. Discussions will last 20 – 40 minutes depending on how prepared people are.
8. Since our class is so large, you are limited to saying two things.  You may say more than two things AFTER all students have had an opportunity to say one thing. 
9. You are to write a pre-discussion summary paragraph of the article- this is due on the day of the discussion. On-time stamps will be given before the discussion.
10. You are to write two summary paragraphs after the discussion- these are due the Wednesday following the discussion. We will be following the SOAPS-PLUS process.
