Biotechnology Grading 2008-2009

The grading system for this course is complicated. It is composed of two main components:

Normal points and standards points.

Normal points:

· Process of learning

· Warm-ups

· ON TIME log

· Concept map practice

· Other assignments to be determined

· Daily assignments
· Online discussions

· In class discussions
· Yellow pages

· Lab reports

· Lab notebook

· Quizzes

· Tests
· Projects
Standards points:

We will be keeping a standards log. In this document we will record your progress on many standards based on the following general scale:

· Far below basic

· Below basic

· Basic

· Proficient

· Advanced

The standards folder will contain more specific instructions on what these terms mean. Essentially Far below basic = D; Below basic= C; Basic = B; Proficient = A; Advanced = A+. Earning an A is not guaranteed by attendance or merely completing work. The work you complete must demonstrate understanding and individualistic attention to detail. Advanced designations will not be freely given out.

Quarter grades:

Quarter grades are more like progress reports that go to everybody. They will not show up on transcripts, just on report cards. Since they are mid-semester grades, your points will not start from zero at the beginning of second or fourth quarters. (…unless the school’s grading program forces grades to start over in the new quarter.  If grades start from zero on Q2 and Q4, then semester grades will be 40% q1 or q3, 40% q2 or q4, 20% written and hands-on final.)

Semester grades:

These will be computed as follows:

· All grades from both quarters during that semester

· Your progress on achieving standards including your reflections on your progress on the standards

· A final hands-on assignment

· A written final

The weighting of each category will be communicated later. Since Gateway is changing grading programs, and the details of the new program are not fully known, Ms. Getz can not say for sure how the numbers will be merged. Typically the final hands-on assignment and the written final together count for 20% of a semester grade. 
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