Dear Biotechnology Parents,

I am very excited to be teaching the biotechnology class again at Gateway. This year’s schedule is going to be very busy with labs and discussions about biotechnology topics or ethical issues being the dominant components of the class. Your child will be expected to do homework, which involves lots of reading and preparing for class.  There are going to be a few projects that should be completed individually and a few that will require group participation. In addition to the typical biotechnology labs, I am also asking students to complete reflections on what they are learning and how it relates to their academic lives. If your child seems confused about what to do and when it is due, please don’t hesitate to consult the calendar and documents at our website: www.msgetzbiotech.net. You are also welcome to email me: mgetz@gatewayhigh.org although it may take me a couple days to get back to you.

Our year has two main themes:

Semester 1: Lab Skills

Semester 2: Application of lab skills

Your child already has a schedule for first semester which you are asked to look at so you can be aware of the amount of work being expected during the first two quarters. After the semester break a semester plan for second semester will be given out. While the work in semester one is extensive, the work in semester two is actually very challenging because it consists of labs that can last for a week or more. They are actually labs that have several components so it is not like they will have a week to complete one tiny lab. 

You should see your child doing biotech homework often. Not all of the chapter assignments made it on the semester 1 calendar.  There will be more chapters due during semester 1 than just chapter 2. The chapter assignments may not look like normal ones because students are asked to draw diagrams, explain what they mean, and also do concept maps that show relationships among the words and ideas. Not only do I want students to get vocabulary in their heads, but I want them to take ownership of the information and be able to use it to explain science or other issues. This is not an easy process so students may resist doing the work.  With our encouragement, I expect all students to be capable of doing all of the assignments.

Gateway will be providing a scientific lab notebook for students to use and keep.  Students are expected to put all of their lab work in this notebook.  They will be turning in their “yellow” pages to Ms Getz for grading on a regular basis. The notebooks themselves will also be turned in and evaluated for their overall structure and upkeep.   If you want to know what has been happening in class, looking through the lab notebook should give you an idea of how well your child is keeping up with things.   Formal lab reports will also be written for many of the labs. These will not go into the notebook, but will be turned in on regular paper.

I want to acknowledge Genentech’s contribution to Gateway.  The class exists because Genentech has given Gateway a grant to run the class. It allows us to have authentic biotechnology lab equipment and to do labs that would otherwise be too expensive to complete.  While we are set up very well to do high school level biotechnology labs, we would also welcome any applicable donations you may have access to.  We can always use things as simple as paper towels and gloves.  If, however, you have access to lab equipment, please feel free to let us know because we may be able to find a use for things you might otherwise throw away.  We can use expired chemicals or media because we are not a certified lab.  I have even gone dumpster diving to rescue things that with a little cleaning were perfectly fine to use. Naturally we can’t have any biohazard contaminated material, but professional labs will often throw away things that can be used or reused as long as they are properly cleaned.  Should you come across such objects, please let me know.

I hope you are as excited as I am about starting a new school year.  We have lots of fun labs planned to challenge your child’s thinking and give him/her an opportunity to develop hands-on laboratory techniques.  I look forward to seeing the ideas your child grasps and the abilities s/he demonstrates in class. 

Please know you are invited to come to any back-to-school event and parent/teacher meetings.  Should those opportunities not occur often enough and you want to meet at another time, do not hesitate to contact me for an in-person appointment. 

Although this information is available on PowerSchool, I like to ask parents for their contact information directly. Please acknowledge you received this letter and had an opportunity to look over the beginning of the school year biotechnology documents. I will also appreciate any information you choose to share with me.

Sincerely

Melissa Getz

Biotechnology instructor, Gateway High School

Please separate this part from the letter and keep the letter for your records. This bottom part should be returned to Ms. Getz
Parent/ Guardian 1 name printed: _______________________________________________________________

Relationship to student:  ____________________________________________
Contact info: 

Email: ________________________________________________________________________

Phone number: (home and/or cell, whatever you want to share) ____________________________

Parent/ Guardian 2 name printed: _______________________________________________________________

Relationship to student: ____________________________________________
Contact info: 

Email: ________________________________________________________________________

Phone number: (home and/or cell, whatever you want to share) __________________________
Anything else Ms Getz should know?
