Concept mapping

There are a few rules:

1. Nouns and adjectives go in circles

2. Arrows connect one circle to the next to show the direction of the logic

3. Verbs, adverbs, prepositions, or other modifiers go on the arrowed lines

4. There is a hierarchy where you start at the top and read down.  

5. A complete thought that goes beyond one simple step should be completed in three steps

6. There should be no more than 3 words in a circle or on a line (whenever possible)

Examples of linking words/phrases

(Borrowed from http://biology.arizona.edu/sciconn/lessons2/renfro/concept_map_assess.htm)

Using the terms, phrases, and linking statements provided, construct a concept map showing the relations/characteristics that were covered in the neurology unit. Poster paper will be provided. A rough draft must be presented before you start on your concept map design. A visual for each cluster must be provided. Two lists will be provided: terms/phrases and linking statements. You may construct linking statements if you desire.

Linking Statements

1) Include

2) Which Includes

3) Such As

4) Which Are Involved In

5) Are Divided Into

6) Which Communicates To/Across

7) Is Controlled By

8) Which Secrete/Secretes

9) Which Relates

10) Which Is Divided Into

11) Which Contains

12) Which Consists Of

13) Made Of

14) Into The Categories

15) Which Is Made Of

16) Results In

17) Occurs In

And any other linking terms that you can develop…. 

What an "A" Concept Map Would Possess:

· Consists of the required number of terms 

· All linking words are clear and appropriate

· Map stands alone/independent of verbal explanation

· Neat product/appealing 

From http://www.udel.edu/chem/white/teaching/ConceptMap.html: 

In reviewing your concept map, consider the following attributes:

    * Accuracy and Thoroughness. Are the concepts and relationships correct? Are important concepts missing? Are any misconceptions apparent?

    * Organization. Was the concept map laid out in a way that higher order relationships are apparent and easy to follow? Does it have a title?

    * Appearance. Was the assignment done with care showing attention to details such as spelling and penmanship? Is it neat and orderly or is it chaotic and messy?

    * Creativity. Are there unusual elements that aid communication or stimulate interest without being distracting?

Need more information?

Check out the External Links page at our class website: http://www.msgetzbiotech.net/externallinks.htm 

Be careful if you do research on concept maps on your own online because many people don’t really know how to do a concept map correctly. Some people are sloppy and consider any kind of brainstorming or mind mapping to be concept mapping. We are following Novak’s rules for doing concept maps. If you find instructions about doing concept maps that conflict with the instructions given here, the instructions are incorrect and are not following Novak’s rules. Some people did not do their research properly and therefore don’t realize they are incorrect and have put incorrect information online.

If you find some really good links that should be added to the website, please email Ms Getz with your findings. 

Check out this example. 

Can you fill in the empty circles and add linking words to the arrows?

movies





Ratings








G





Anyone sees movie





PG- 13





R





> 13 sees movie





PG





Parental guidance suggested





< 17 need parent





drama





Designated as





Designated as





Designated as





Designated as





means





means





means





means





are given
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