Class “rules” 2008-2009

The class has a few simple rules and policies:

1. Think before doing.

2. Respect yourself and others.

3. Attend every class. Be on time.

4. All work must uniquely be your own work. Copying from another person is a form of cheating. Cheating will not be tolerated and academic dishonesty will be punished to its fullest possible extent.

5. Be safe. Mind all safety rules.

Ms. Getz realizes that what is written down is not always followed. This means that actions speak louder than words. Ms Getz can write down that she wants something, but realizes that she needs to reinforce it by her actions. This does not mean you can violate anything that is written down as a class rule or Gateway policy merely because Ms Getz may forget to enforce it on occasion.   She will do her best to be consistent, but also recognizes that students may have unique considerations and situations. Being humans, all of us do not have the same strengths or weaknesses. Ms Getz may have to adjust some rules to best meet the needs of some students. 

Leaving class

You may not leave class just because you want to. You are expected to be in the classroom the entire time. You should figure out how to use the restroom during non-class time. If you have a medical reason for needing to use the restroom more often than you have passes for, then you need to provide in writing evidence of such medical justification.  Students who leave the class inevitably miss some important piece of information and if they were lost or confused before leaving, they are often really lost and confused when returning. Ms Getz does not intentionally structure class to be boring.  If she lectures, it is because there is actually something important to explain. Leaving during a lab places the responsibility on other lab group members which may not be fair to them. In addition, it may mean that a lab skill that needs to be learned is not actually practiced. To leave class, you need to present a get-out-of-jail-free pass. Each student will get two passes per quarter. Passes that are not used may be turned in at the end of fourth quarter for extra credit.  If you lose your passes, you lose your opportunity to leave class. If you leave class more than two times each quarter, you will be spending 15 minutes of detention time with Ms Getz at her convenience, per incidence. Ms Getz sees leaving class as one of the biggest wastes of time and does not appreciate having to be bothered with keeping track of who goes where and for how long. Students who do not want to be in the biotech class should drop the class and take one that better suits their interests. 

On-time stamps

There is a specific log for on-time stamps. Students are expected to keep this log in their binders until they are collected. If a student loses the log, they lose the points. Stamps will be given out at the beginning of class, most often during the warm-up after attendance is taken. If a student is late to class and misses the opportunity to get his/her work stamped for on-time credit, it can not earn on-time credit even though the assignment may have been completed on the day it is due. It may still be eligible for full credit, but the Process of Learning points that are specific to doing an assignment on-time can not be honored.  If you know you will be late to class, have another student bring your log and your work to class for you so it can be stamped on time. 

Late work

 Ms Getz has learned that students will turn in work as late as they possibly can as long as they can earn points. Unfortunately many students have not internalized the need to complete assignments because they are part of a process of acquiring information over a period of time. Ms Getz will grade work at two times: on-time and late. Only work turned in on time will be eligible for full credit. Late work is anything that is turned in after the assignment is graded for full credit. The best a student will earn on late work is 50% of the total points. Late work cannot qualify for standards based points unless it is easy for Ms Getz to determine the progress of standards accomplishment at the time it is graded late. It is very difficult to maintain consistency when work is graded at various times. 

On-time work will usually be graded the day it is handed in. Occasionally it will be graded later than that day and therefore was not returned the next class period. A student can gamble on getting full credit for any work that is turned in that did not get an on-time stamp. What this means is that if Ms Getz has not graded the assignment yet, and if a student turns in the assignment late, it may still be able to earn full credit IF Ms Getz has not graded the ones that were turned in on-time yet. It will not earn the on-time stamp, but for the point value of the assignment, it will still be for full credit. If an assignment is turned in after Ms Getz grades it, the best it will earn are some points (50% or less) just to acknowledge that work was done. These assignments will be graded at the end of the marking period and the student’s grade will reflect zeroes for missing assignments until those late assignments are graded.  Students are limited to turning in 5 assignments per semester that will be graded late. Again being graded late will never earn the same amount of points as assignments that are turned in on-time. Students must make a formal request in writing if they want the late work to actually be graded with feedback from Ms Getz.  Otherwise it will be graded with a glance and given credit based on a general impression. 

On-time work gets two grades: 1. The stamp for acknowledging it was on-time. 2. Content grade whose points most likely will fall in a lab or other content based category.  If a student misses the on-time stamp, s/he may gamble getting full consideration for the content grade by turning in the work.  If Ms Getz has not graded the assignment yet, and the student gets his/her paper turned in before Ms Getz grades the assignment, then their paper may be considered for full content credit. It will not earn the on-time stamp and those points, but it can still qualify for content points if Ms Getz has not graded the assignment before the work is turned in.

What if a student is absent? 

The absence needs to be cleared by the next class session for any assignments that were turned in to be considered for full credit. If an absence is still listed as unexcused, then an on-time stamp will not be given. Projects, lab reports, or other major assignments need to be turned in the day they are due whether the student is at school that day or not. Students need to find a way for their work to get to Ms Getz on the day it is due.  If the work is on a computer, it may be emailed to Ms Getz for on time and full credit as long as it arrives on time.  (Recall that email programs record the date and time emails arrive.) If the assignment arrives after Ms Getz grades the ones that were turned in on the day the assignment was due, the best grade it can earn is 50%.  On-time stamps be given upon return from an absence ONLY if the school’s computer system is showing the absence as excused. If students who are at school cannot earn on-time stamps when they arrive late, then students who are not even at school should not be allowed to earn on-time credit. Naturally there will be exceptions to the rules, but do not expect your absence to automatically qualify for an exception.

Where does on-time work go?

There are two locations on-time work may be turned in. 1. The box in the back of the room. 2. Via email when appropriate. Do not put work on Ms. Getz’s desk, her chair, or any other place you think she will find it. Attached to the wall in the back of the room is a bin. Put your work in the “in” bin so that Ms Getz can find it.  All work that is to be turned in should be put in the inbox by the student. Do not expect Ms Getz to come by your seat to collect your work. 

Warm-ups

Almost every class period has a warm-up. These are done on a special sheet of paper that is collected and graded after each period. If a student is late to class, s/he may forfeit the opportunity to earn points on the warm-up. If a student is absent, the warm-up may not be made up even if the absence is excused. In this situation, the student earns zero points for that day’s warm up. To acknowledge that students may be absent or have off days, the total points for any set of warm-ups will always be one day’s worth less than the total points possible. If a student comes to class every day and does each warm-up thoroughly, it is possible for that student to earn up to two extra credit points by doing well on every day’s warm-up. 

What if I have a learning disability?

Just about every person has a learning disability. Some of us know what ours may be while others do not. Students who do not have a support system at home should not be penalized because nobody has been their advocate for them to be tested. If you need someone to advocate for you to get testing for a learning disability, feel free to approach Ms Getz because she will speak with the Learning Center to see if you qualify to be tested.  Those of you who have legally entered the system whereby you get at least an annual IEP meeting or are on a 504 plan need to inform Ms Getz in writing ASAP with what your modifications need to be in the biotech class. If you need extra time on a test according to your documentation, you need to inform Ms Getz in writing at least 2 weeks before the test. Do not expect to be given immunity for turning work in on-time and do not expect to earn full credit on any late assignment because your advocate comes to an IEP meeting at the end of the quarter or semester, looks at what is missing, and begs for you to have extra time. Completing assignments on time is not something new. It is the standard for just about any occupation.  If we allow you to turn in any work at your leisure, we are not doing you any favors.  All students need to learn how to discipline themselves so that they can complete their work on time.  

Ms Getz is not insensitive to those with unique learning situations.  After all, she was legally diagnosed with a learning disability so at least she has a clue how hers falls in the grand scheme of things. She did not know what her disability was classified as until after her BS and MS degrees so she did not go through the K-20 system with an advocate. This being the case, she had to figure out for herself how her brain worked and how to get information to stick in it. You may find that Ms Getz has a “so what” attitude when you tell her you have a documented learning disability because this designation does not excuse you from having to acquire the information. To her, it means that you may not assimilate or communicate information the way most other students do. It does not mean you are unable to. Since Ms Getz has never been somebody who could listen to lectures without writing down what was being said and is someone who had to spend hours to place vocabulary words a location in her brain, she has figured out some ways to handle information that may not typically be done in regular situations. And since she did it, she expects that her students can, too. Having a learning disability is not an excuse for not doing your work. You may need alternative approaches to acquiring the information or more time on a test, but you are probably still able to get the information into your head and can utilize it. I am sure that having written this down for you to read, you will immediately present documentation that proves you are an exception to her theories and therefore do not have to be held to the same standards as your peers. You are encouraged to provide this documentation, however Ms Getz may also require you to do one-on-one tutoring with her so she can work with you to see what methods work for you and which ones don’t. You may have to spend more time on the process of acquiring information than your peers do, and that may just be how your life will be. While we are all unique individuals, as a class, uniform standards need to be applied in order to be “fair.” Ms Getz cannot grade based on how much she likes a student because that does not communicate to the next institution you attend what your academic abilities are. Grades should reflect academic accomplishments, not necessarily social ones.

What constitutes cheating?

· Copying anything from another student, even if you change a word or two to try to make the copied passage look unique

· Plagiarizing anything whether it be from a book or the Internet

· Using notes on a test when they are not allowed, unless it is documented in writing that your learning situation allows you to have the notes

· Writing anything in your lab notebook merely because a review sheet mentions it will be on a test. You are encouraged to write science notes into your lab notebook because it should become a reference manual for you. But if it looks like you organized your lab notebook immediately before a test so that notes could be in your lab notebook just to prepare for the test, it will be considered as cheating. The notes that go in our lab notebook should be organized over time as they are covered in class. 

· Lending your work to another student so that s/he can acquire the information you already synthesized is cheating.  Expect to be penalized, too.

What if I am suspected of cheating?

You will be informed that you may not earn credit for the assignment, that you may lose points on the test, or that another disciplinary action will be met.  In the case of simple copying from one student to another, all papers that have the identical or nearly identical answers will be given zeroes until it is determined who actually did the work. Depending on how serious the cheating infraction was, just because a person was identified as the originator of the ideas, it does not mean that this person will earn full credit. After all, letting somebody copy off of you means you facilitated another person to cheat.  If you see SWA written on a graded assignment, that means you have the Same Wrong Answer as another student. In this case, it is unlikely you will earn anything other than zero points for the assignment. 
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