GMO website assignment

Using Google Sites, each student will create his/her own website.

What must be included with the website (and easy to find so it can be graded)

· Geographic information about the country

· Why the country would need to use GMO crops

· How using GMO crops benefits the country

· Why is there a need for the GMO crop?

· What are the biological molecules that are involved with the GMO?  How does this “new” biological molecule affect the crop’s survival?

· For example, is a new protein now a part of the plant, is a protein the plant already had now changed, or is a protein the plant already had now altered- there is more or less of it produced.  

· Is a gene introduced into the new plant?  Where did the gene come from that is now a part of the crop?
· How does the plant’s “new” biological molecule interact differently with the other biological molecules in its environment?
· Specifically, what part of the plant is protected/ changed/ altered by the additional gene(s)? 

· How does the local ecosystem change because the GMO crop is now grown in that area?

· What company benefits by making the GMO crop?

· Who did the research?

· Does the company make any other GMO crops than the one you specialized in? If so, what are those crops?

· Who is in favor of the GMO crop and why they are in favor of it- what are the benefits of using the GMO crop?  If you can not find information about your specific crop and country, document how you searched for the information.  If you truly can not find specific information about pro-GMO for your crop, then you may find general information about the arguments in favor of GMO crops. 

· Who is against the GMO crop and why they are against it- what is the downside of using the GMO crop? If you can not find information about your specific crop and country, document how you searched for the information.  If you truly can not find specific information about con-GMO for your crop, then you may find general information about the arguments against GMO crops.

· YOUR personal opinion about the GMO crop based on the data you acquired in your research.  Back up your ideas with evidence that has been found out about your GMO crop. Be careful to base your ideas on science and not on other people’s fears that can not be backed up with evidence. You should mention the biological molecule that has been added or removed from the crop and if that addition or deletion is beneficial or not.

· External links page

· You must make at least 10 links to other websites that are about GMO issues. Your classmates’ websites do not count. The linked websites can be pro-GMO, anti-GMO, or just informative about GMO.  The links can also connect to geographic information about your country (limited to 2 links if they do not focus on agriculture in that country.) You can link to the company that made the GMO. You can link to sites about other crops that are produced in that country- GMO or not GMO.

· You need to write a small summary, 1-3 sentences, about each website where you make the link.

· You want to impress your viewers by not having the same links everyone else in the class has on their websites unless it is a REALLY good link or is a link to a company that you have in common with other topics.

Limitations:

Each person will be doing their OWN unique website.

If someone signs up for your country AND crop before you do, then you don’t get to do it.

The limit is (crop + country) combination has to be unique. 

My example is (corn + Honduras).  I am the only one who can do (corn + Honduras).  Someone else can do (corn + Egypt).  If somehow there are less than 20 combinations that can be made, prove it to me and you will be allowed to do a crop + country that someone else is doing.

You must inform Ms Getz by email as soon as your site name is available. mgetz@gatewayhigh.org 

Bibliography:

If you use any source other than websites, you need to properly cite your sources on a bibliography page. MLA format is acceptable.

Deadlines:

You need to pick your crop + country by February 25. We are using computers that day so you can do research.

Your site name must exist by the end of the period Feb 25.

Your website is due March 25.  We are evaluating each others’ websites on March 27.

