March 20, 2009

A quick congratulations.

A few last minute things to know about today and the near future:

· The major map for Chapter 30 will be postponed until after April 3 so that you can focus on GMO stuff. 

· You still need to take the tape off of the casting tray and the comb out. PLEASE wash off the comb and the tray and put them back in your bucket when you are done. 

· MWR stands for molecular weight ruler. Each group has one in their tray in the fridge. Load 15 – 20 uL in the lane you designate for the MWR.

· Add 20 uL of orange loading dye to each PCR sample. Mix. Load 15 -  20 uL on gel.

· Please put your experimental tubes (not controls) in the rack that is labeled for samples. Ms Getz is going to run two quick gels that have a MWR and all class samples so that when we go over them on Wed in class, we can have all of the samples up on the screen with only two gels…if it works the way she plans… 

To stain a gel, you MUST wear gloves because the ethidium bromide is a carcinogen. Even though it is relatively safe because it is fixed to the square, we still want to be safe. 

Staining steps:

1. Disconnect the gel box.

2. Take out the casting tray with the gel.

3. Get a piece of plastic wrap that is big enough for a gel to sit on it

4. Gently slide the gel off of the casting tray and on to the plastic wrap.  Be careful because your gel may crack if the height from the tray to the plastic wrap is too much. If it cracks, it is not the end of the world. Just push the pieces back together.

5. Get an ethidium bromide square. 

6. Take off the plastic side of the square. It is actually not easy, so have patience.

7. Put the staining side on the gel- butt it up just against the wells so that below the wells is covered by the square. You should see the printed side of the square. The printed side of the square does not have ethidium bromide. 

8. If the square does not automatically wick to the gel, use your hands to drip some buffer or water on the gel. You can use leftover buffer from your gel box. 

9. Place the casting tray on top of the square to help make sure there is contact between the staining square and the gel. (We’re using it as a force.)

10. It takes about 5 min to stain.  After 5 min come over to the camera system and be patient while we photograph. 

Photos:

You will be coached by Ms Getz or another expert when you get to the computer. We use the big camera thing in the back of the room. If you want the image of your gel, bring a flash drive to class and as long as you don’t have any viruses, we can save a photo or more onto your drive. 

**********At the end of the period, each group should leave with Ms Getz your Gel Master Sheet filled out with what is in each lane. She should also know which image belongs to your group. 

Website Info

Before you leave class today, fill in the boxes for webpage title so Ms Getz knows which pages you want her to grade. If you have more than 3 complete webpages, list them in the available spots below the first 3. The first 3 that you write will be used for the grade for this assignment. If you have other pages that are good and you list them so Ms Getz knows to look for them, they will count as extra credit. 

About grading…from the email sent on Monday: 

Each page will be worth at least 5 process of learning points.  If the content is actually well done and thorough, you may earn a couple content grade extra credit points. For every web page you complete beyond the 3 pages, you may earn as many as 5 process of learning extra credit points.

Please have your computers back in the laptop cart by the end of the period so they can be returned right after class.  After the photo session is complete, Ms Getz will go to the library so you can use the computers in there if you need to. 

Since Ms Getz is going to the talent show and won’t be able to grade all websites until Sat, you have until midnight between Friday and Saturday to email Ms Getz the name of the three pages you want to submit for today’s grade if you do not turn in this paper today. 
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