March 18, 2009

Things to know:

· You have 3 pages of your website due by the end of class on Friday. Check your email for details.

· Putting tape on the rack you use for the 0.2 mL tubes and labeling the tape may make it easier to keep track of your tubes.

· Each group will put their tubes in a column in the thermal cycler so that things can be as organized as possible.

· Make sure you label what the tube is when you record it on the thermal cycler grid.  You’ll go crazy on Friday if you don’t have a clue which tube is which.

· For extra credit, figure out how to finish cleaning your strawberry DNA and use it as the plant control DNA for the PCR. You must write down what you do in your lab notebook.

· 50 mL of 3% agarose in 1x TAE has been made for you. The bottle is in your bucket. You need to pour your gel by the beginning of class on Friday. You can pour your gel today during class, at lunch today, or at lunch on Friday.  Obviously you don’t have to make the agarose solution, but you should have a calculation for making it in your lab notebook.

· There are clean plates and utensils on the clean table. Cut off what you need for your lab. You are welcome to eat the rest of your fruit/vegetable. Make sure you wash it off first. Under no circumstances are there to be any chemicals on the clean table.  Feel free to take home extra fruit/vegetables at the end of class (except for the one I have to hang onto for absent people.)

· If you want to volunteer your PCR rxns for Ms Getz to use for a check-out gel later today, please let her know how to find your reactions.  There will be enough for you to run your gel on Friday. She just wants to run some samples before Friday to see if anything worked. 

· Plan the lanes in your gel before you come to class on Friday.

· 0.5 mL tubes need to be put in a larger tube if you put them in the microfuge/centrifuge. Ms Getz already put some liners in the centrifuges- they are there for you to use. Make sure if you take one out that you also take out the one opposite it.  You may want to do a quick spin of the samples in your rack before you use them- just to knock stuff to the bottom.

· Each group has a tube rack in the fridge.  The racks are labeled per group. Try to not knock out the tubes in someone else’s rack. The fridge got really crowded so Ms Getz had to stack the racks on top of each other.

· You will want to keep your samples on ice. The ice grinder should be available along with some ice cubes. You can use a beaker from your drawer to hold the ice.

· Speaking of beakers, instead of shooting tips on the countertop, put them in a beaker until you throw them away.

· If you need something and it is not obviously available, just ask Ms Getz. Please be patient because she may already be helping more than one person.

· If you are going to use a mortar and pestle, they are in the fridge.

· If the bottles of lysis buffer are not on the table in the middle of the room, please remind Ms Getz nicely that you need some lysis buffer.

· Chelex tubes are available in the green 0.2 mL rack in the refrigerator. They may be moved to the middle table if the fridge door is kept open too long.

