March 2, 2009
Agenda

Info about future stuff

· March 9: Monday schedule, corn video b/c it is related to how GMO crops are used

· Mar 11: video explaining genetics.  If you are focused and prefer to work with your GMO lab partners to figure out how to do the DNA extraction so that you are ready to give one step orally on Friday, that is fine with me. Just don’t drive Mr Sasaki crazy. Let him know that you prefer to get work done and do not turn Mar 11 into a social hour because you have plenty of work to do such as:

· Figure out how you are going to do your DNA extraction from your fruit or vegetable. You have access to any equipment or chemical you have used for previous DNA extractions. 

· You have the big concept map that incorporates chapters 3, 4, 5, and 17 due on Mar 13

Info about the past:

· The discussion board for current events did not seem to work out. That’s ok because you have plenty of work to do. I’ll have to figure out how to do it better next year.  So you don’t have to do current event article discussions online.  You do need to put your time into doing all of the other stuff including making an incredible website! Some of you are well on your way to making an awesome one and I would prefer to see your time and talent go there. Those who did participate in the first round will earn credit. 

Info about now:

· Three things will be happening today

· PTC subculturing

· Use beakers from the lab drawer with your PTC number if you need beakers. Please return them clean to that lab drawer.

· Today’s goal: get out the shoots without damaging them. Break up the clump gently. Try to remove as much of the old agar as you can. It has root hindering hormones in it that is not in the media you made on Friday.

· If your media became clumped on the bottom and liquidy on top, you may put it in the microwave with the lid on for 10 sec intervals to melt the agar and swish it back into solution. Be sure to let it cool before you do the PTC or else you may cook the African Violet shoots.

· Alu data

· Record your results on the data table so that we can have a class data set to do math with on Friday.

· If your Alu did not work (8 of us, including me), redo the DNA extraction and the PCR reaction. This time your primer and master mix are labeled Alu 1 and Alu 2 because they were not properly labeled when Ms Getz picked up the reagents. One is MM the other is PM, I just don’t know which is which. There may be able to be a positive control, but Ms Getz is not sure if there is 10 uL of +ve control left. Do the DNA extraction and set up PCR rxns and put them in the thermal cycler before the end of the period. 

